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SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS DUR-

ING DEPLOYMENT AND WHEN 
THEY RETURN HOME 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise to sup-
port H.R. 5314, the Veterans in Effec-
tive Apprenticeships Act, with my col-
league, Congresswoman KATHERINE 
CLARK. 

Our Nation’s veterans deserve our 
support while they are deployed and 
when they return home, and one of the 
best ways to do that is to prepare them 
for the workforce outside of the mili-
tary. 

Our servicemembers have attained 
incredible skills during their service. 
Sadly, when they return to civilian 
life, finding a good-paying, family-sus-
taining job may be difficult. 

H.R. 5314 helps streamline the proc-
ess of attaining apprenticeships and re-
duces roadblocks for our veterans. The 
bill does four major things: 

H.R. 5314 ensures programs are 
equipped to complete the expedited VA 
process for registered apprenticeships. 

It clarifies that veterans are eligible 
for advanced placement and commen-
surate wage increases; 

The bill instructs apprenticeship pro-
grams to account for a participant’s 
competencies and prior experiences, in-
cluding those gained during military 
service; and 

H.R. 5314 aims to improve coordina-
tion between the Department of Labor 
and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

I am proud to support this bill, and I 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

f 

DEMOCRATS ARE WORKING FOR 
THE PEOPLE 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, when we 
go home, our constituents ask us: What 
is the Congress doing? What has the 
Congress done? 

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise proudly to let 
the American people know that Demo-
crats are fighting for the people. In 
2019, alone, we have passed nearly 400 
bills, over 275 of which were bipartisan. 

To name a few: a once-in-a-genera-
tion gun violence prevention bill, rais-
ing the minimum wage, protecting peo-
ple with preexisting healthcare condi-
tions, and keeping the United States in 
the Paris climate agreement. 

I am proud that I have authored two 
bills that have passed the House: one to 
make home buying more affordable— 
we have a problem with affordable 
housing—another to make the finan-
cial system more diverse and inclusive, 
H.R. 281. In addition, I have three bills 
that were adopted as amendments into 
legislation. 

Unfortunately, 300 bills are over 
there with Mr. MCCONNELL. Let’s get 

them out of the graveyard so they 
don’t die on the vine. 

f 

SOUND THE ALARM ABOUT THE 
SALT DEDUCTION CAP 

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to sound the alarm about an 
issue that is badly impacting my con-
stituents in the Fifth District of New 
Jersey every single day: the cap on the 
State and local tax deduction, which 
led to a major tax hike on my district 
imposed by the ‘‘moocher States.’’ 

Right now, as congressional leader-
ship considers year-end legislation in 
these last days of the year, why would 
they not fix the biggest tax problem of 
them all: the State and local tax de-
duction? 

It is time to end double taxation. 
I released this report last week on 

the impact of the SALT cap on the 
Garden State. It is clear, taxes in north 
Jersey are through the roof. People are 
leaving the State in droves, and our 
home values are plummeting because 
of the end of the State and local tax de-
duction. 

It is time to end that cap, and I am 
calling on Congress—Democrats and 
Republicans—to come together, to re-
instate the SALT deduction this year 
and give a real tax cut to north Jersey. 

This Congress, I introduced bipar-
tisan legislation to fully reinstate 
SALT, and I helped lead not one, but 
two bipartisan resolutions overturning 
the harmful Treasury regulations that 
kept us from deducting charitable con-
tributions on our Federal taxes. 

We have to fix this and reinstate 
SALT this year and cut taxes for New 
Jersey families, first responders, and 
small businesses that are the backbone 
of our community. We simply can’t af-
ford to delay and prop up the moocher 
States anymore. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LEONCIO 
VEGA CORREA 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Leoncio Vega 
Correa, son of Luis Correa Sotelo and 
Magdalena Correa. He passed away No-
vember 24, surrounded by his loved 
ones. 

Leo was the hardworking child of im-
migrants. He was born in Watts, Cali-
fornia, on April 24, 1926, but his family 
spent much of his childhood living in 
Zacatecas, Mexico. 

Leo lived a hard life but an honest 
life. The devastation of the Great De-
pression followed him and his family 
from the United States to Mexico. 

He never received a formal edu-
cation. He worked as a migrant farm-
worker across the country, following 
harvests. 

Despite all his hardships, Leo was a 
gentle giant and never met a stranger. 

He was always ready to give a hug, a 
smile, a dollar, a meal, or even the 
shirt off of his back. He would always 
tell me: ‘‘Good deeds always come back 
to you.’’ And he was known by his say-
ing, ‘‘pura vida.’’ 

Leo lived a hard, great life. We cele-
brate his life today, and he will be 
missed by the community and his fam-
ily. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
REGARDING UNITED STATES EF-
FORTS TO RESOLVE THE 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT 
THROUGH A NEGOTIATED TWO- 
STATE SOLUTION 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to section 2 of House Resolution 741, I 
call up the resolution (H. Res. 326) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives regarding United States 
efforts to resolve the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict through a negotiated 
two-state solution, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 741, the 
amendments to the resolution and the 
preamble recommended by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, printed in 
the resolution, modified by the amend-
ments printed in part B of House Re-
port 116–322, are adopted and the reso-
lution, as amended, is considered read. 

The text of the resolution, as amend-
ed, is as follows: 

H. RES. 326 

Whereas the special relationship between the 
United States and Israel is rooted in shared na-
tional security interests and shared values of 
democracy, human rights, and the rule of law; 

Whereas the United States has worked for 
decades to strengthen Israel’s security through 
assistance and cooperation on defense and intel-
ligence matters in order to enhance the safety of 
United States and Israeli citizens; including by 
finalizing in 2016 under the Obama Administra-
tion, a 10-year Memorandum of Understanding, 
reaffirming the United States’ commitment to 
annual military assistance and cooperative mis-
sile defense programs, which is in the national 
interests of both countries; 

Whereas the United States remains unwaver-
ing in its commitment to help Israel address the 
myriad challenges it faces, including terrorism, 
regional instability, horrifying violence in 
neighboring states, and hostile regimes that call 
for its destruction; 

Whereas the United States, under Presidents 
of both parties, has provided bilateral and mul-
tilateral foreign assistance to promote the secu-
rity, stability, and the humanitarian well-being 
of Palestinians; 

Whereas the United States has long sought a 
just, stable, and lasting solution to the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict that recognizes the Pales-
tinian right to self-determination and offers 
Israel long-term security and full normalization 
with its neighbors; 

Whereas for more than 20 years, Presidents of 
the United States from both political parties and 
Israeli Prime Ministers have supported reaching 
a two-state solution that establishes a Pales-
tinian state coexisting side by side with Israel in 
peace and security; 

Whereas for more than 20 years, Presidents of 
the United States from both political parties 
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have opposed settlement expansion, moves to-
ward unilateral annexation of territory, and ef-
forts to achieve Palestinian statehood status 
outside the framework of negotiations with 
Israel; 

Whereas United States administrations from 
both political parties have put forward pro-
posals to provide a framework for negotiations 
toward a two-state solution, including the pa-
rameters put forward by President Bill Clinton 
in December 2000, the Road Map proposed by 
President George W. Bush in April 2003, and the 
principles set forth by President Barack Obama 
and Secretary of State John Kerry in December 
2016; 

Whereas ending the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict is vital to the interests of both parties and 
the leadership of both parties must negotiate in 
good faith in order to achieve peace; and 

Whereas delays to a political solution to the 
conflict between Israelis and Palestinians pose a 
threat to the ability to maintain a Jewish and 
democratic state of Israel and the establishment 
of a viable, democratic Palestinian state: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of 
Representatives that— 

(1) only the outcome of a two-state solution 
that enhances stability and security for Israel, 
Palestinians, and their neighbors can both en-
sure the state of Israel’s survival as a Jewish 
and democratic state and fulfill the legitimate 
aspirations of the Palestinian people for a state 
of their own; 

(2) while the United States remains indispen-
sable to any viable effort to achieve that goal, 
only the Israelis and the Palestinians can make 
the difficult choices necessary to end their con-
flict; 

(3) it is in the enduring United States’ na-
tional interest to continue to stand by its iron-
clad commitments under the 2016 United States- 
Israel Memorandum of Understanding, which 
seeks to help Israel defend itself against a wide 
range of threats; 

(4) the United States, with the support of re-
gional and international partners, can play a 
constructive role toward ending the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict by putting forward a proposal 
for achieving a two-state solution that is con-
sistent with previous United States proposals to 
resolve the conflict’s final status issues in ways 
that recognize the Palestinian right to self-de-
termination and enhance Israel’s long-term se-
curity and normalization with its neighbors; 

(5) it is in the United States’ interest to con-
tinue promoting the security, stability, and hu-
manitarian well-being of Palestanians and their 
neighbors by resuming the provision of foreign 
assistance pursuant to United States law; and 

(6) a United States proposal to achieve a just, 
stable, and lasting solution to the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict should expressly endorse a two- 
state solution as its objective and discourage 
steps by either side that would put a peaceful 
end to the conflict further out of reach, includ-
ing unilateral annexation of territory or efforts 
to achieve Palestinian statehood status outside 
the framework of negotiations with Israel. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution, as amended, shall be debatable 
for 1 hour, equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

The gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ENGEL) and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. ZELDIN) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ENGEL). 

f 

b 0915 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5 

legislative days in which to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on H. Res. 326, cur-
rently under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the measure we are con-

sidering today is something that ought 
to be straightforward. It is essentially 
a reiteration of our support for the 
consensus view that has prevailed for 
two decades on resolving the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict, a two-state solu-
tion. 

This measure emphasizes that presi-
dents of both parties and Israeli Prime 
Ministers have supported reaching the 
two-state solution that establishes a 
Palestinian state living side by side in 
peace and security with Israel. Presi-
dent George W. Bush said clearly, ‘‘My 
vision is two states living side by side 
in peace and security.’’ And President 
Obama agreed that, ‘‘There is little se-
cret about where they must lead, two 
states for two peoples.’’ Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has said, ‘‘Israel remains 
fully committed to peace and the possi-
bility of two states for two people.’’ 

There are reasons, Mr. Speaker, so 
many of us have supported this ap-
proach for so long. A two-state solu-
tion would go a long way to ensure 
Israel’s survival as a secure Jewish and 
democratic state, and it would fulfill 
the legitimate aspirations of the Pales-
tinian people for a state of their own. 

The resolution we are considering un-
derscores that a two-state solution 
puts us on the path toward these out-
comes. It makes clear that any pro-
posal to achieve a just, stable, and last-
ing solution to this conflict should 
likewise endorse a two-state solution. 

This is what we have been talking 
about for decades, Mr. Speaker, here on 
the House floor and at international 
gatherings, across administrations of 
both parties and Congresses, and 
premierships and Knessets of every 
stripe. This isn’t controversial. At 
least it shouldn’t be. This is nothing 
radical. We all know two states won’t 
spontaneously appear tomorrow. The 
parties have a lot of work ahead of 
them, but every day we seem farther 
away from the goal. 

Some of the reasons are plain as can 
be. Violence and terrorism continue to 
come in waves. Hamas has rained down 
hundreds of rockets at populations 
across Israel, and there seems to be no 
end in sight. Palestinian leaders have 
not embraced their role as peacemaker. 
How can Israel sit down with people 
who pay off terrorists? 

But no one said peace was easy. To 
paraphrase the late Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin, ‘‘You don’t make 
peace with your friends. You make 
peace with your enemies.’’ 

I haven’t lost hope, but the minute 
America abandons its leadership role in 
the two-state solution, that hope dwin-

dles. We cannot get to the point where 
Israel’s role as a Jewish and demo-
cratic state is at risk. So that is why 
we need to get back to what has rooted 
American policy toward the conflict 
for so long, what has guided our ef-
forts. 

Now, let’s look at the history, be-
cause a little bit of history is impor-
tant. 

Back in 1947, the U.N. Security Coun-
cil came up with Resolution 181, which 
partitioned the land into what they 
called a Jewish state and an Arab 
state. The Jews accepted it. And the 
Palestinians, the Arabs, rejected it and 
tried to push Israel and the Jews into 
the sea. It didn’t work. 

The war of independence happened. 
In 1948 Israel was declared a democracy 
and a nation state. And so we fast for-
ward and we see what happened each 
time the Arab states rejected the right 
of the Jewish people to have a home-
land on their land for many years. 

So when one side says, oh, we are 
being mistreated. I think they have to 
go back and look at how they reacted. 
Because, again, back in 1967, back in 
1973, there was no so-called occupation, 
there was nothing that the Arabs ob-
ject to today, and yet, they refused to 
make peace with Israel. So I think that 
we have to look at both sides and we 
have to say, you know, people who are 
protesting now and saying that there is 
no peace really should look at what 
their actions have been for these past 
years. 

Unfortunately, there has not been 
the leadership, in my opinion, in the 
Arab world to be able to make peace. 
That is why it is so important that this 
Congress do it. That is why it is so im-
portant that we put our heads together 
and try to say that constant war is not 
going to solve anything, but a two- 
state solution probably ultimately 
will. 

So that is why we need to get back to 
what has rooted American policy to-
ward the conflict for so long, what has 
guided our efforts. 

Do you know what a one-state solu-
tion means? It means a state where 
Jews could become the minority in 
their own country. It means one Pales-
tinian state with no determination for 
the Jewish people or for the Palestin-
ians. Israel’s right to exist as a state 
that is both Jewish and democratic is 
incompatible with a one-state solution, 
period. 

I would caution all Members to bear 
in mind that before making charges in 
this debate about who supports Israel 
and who doesn’t, about who is turning 
this issue into a political football, 
there is no Member of this body who is 
a stronger supporter than I am of the 
U.S.-Israel relationship, of Israel’s 
right to exist and defend itself. 

That is why I support this legisla-
tion, because I want to see peace be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians. I want 
Israel to have a secure and prosperous 
future. And I want to see American 
leadership brought to bear on this 
issue. 
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